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A meeting of classmates becomes life changing 
dental care for veterans
Whether he’s running a marathon, skiing down a steep mountain side, crisscrossing a course on 
waterskis or performing complex surgeries as an oral maxillofacial surgeon, George M. Yellich, DDS, 
MS (Santa Cruz, CA) approaches each challenge with great passion and enthusiasm. More importantly, 
he appreciates his many blessings and gives generously of his time and treasure. He gives back to his 
profession, his alma mater and his community. Dr. Yellich and his wife, Patricia, recently established a 
foundation to aid veterans called Dentistry4Vets. The story of how it came about is very interesting, as 
Academy News Editor Dr. Harriet McGraw discovered during a recent interview with this husband and 
wife team.

GEORGE
HKM: George, I understand the idea for a foundation 

came about, indirectly, from a favor you did for 
a friend from high school. Please explain a little further.

GMY: A couple of years ago, it was my 50th high 
school class reunion in Michigan. Coming 

from California, I was interested in knowing who would be 
attending. Not seeing the name of one particular friend 
who had been on the football team with me, Patricia and 
I drove down the street where he lived and saw him on a 
ladder, so we stopped and started talking to him. We asked 
why he would not be at the reunion. Sadly, he had fallen on 
hard times and was too embarrassed to be seen since he 
was missing several teeth and the ones he did have were 

in poor condition. Wanting to help him, I put the wheels in 
motion to see what I could do for my friend. Norman Betts, 
DDS, MS (Plymouth, MI) generously allowed me to examine
the patient and eventually operate at his oral surgery offi ce.
A maxillary and mandibular All-on-Four surgery was done, 
with prosthodontist Stephen J. Riedy, DDS, MS (Plymouth, 
MI), providing prosthetic treatment. I was able to bring my 
lab for the conversion and one of my assistants to assist in 
the case.

HKM: I imagine that was a life changing experience 
for your friend.

GMY: It was a life changing experience for both of 
us. Within weeks, my friend was fully engaged 

in society, dating again, getting out in public, and playing 
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Dr. George Yellich along with and his wife, Patricia, and daughter, Audrey, operate the Dentistry4Vets foundation.




