
6

tennis. I see patients who benefi t from dental implants on 
a daily basis. Being able to provide that level of care for a 
friend in need took on special meaning.

HKM: How did the idea for a foundation grow out of 
that experience?

GMY:  Actually, another event in my life was the 
impetus for setting up the foundation. A 

serious operation left me bedridden for several weeks and 
then unable to walk without crutches for over a year. Having 
been active in sports all of my life, not being able to even 
walk was a sobering experience. I was afforded plenty of 
time to refl ect. I thought of others worse off than me, many 
of whom faced lifelong disabilities. It was then that I realized 
I wanted to help veterans. Our community in Monterey has 
over 30,000 veterans. Seeing how my high school friend’s 
life was transformed as a result of the dental surgery and 
prosthetics provided, it occurred to me that the best way I 
could help was through my profession. Wanting to insure 
care would be provided in perpetuity, a foundation was the 
logical option.

GEORGE AND PATRICIA
HKM: I know your wife, Patricia, fully supports this 

endeavor. I would think her astute business 
acumen has been a valuable asset in making your dream 
a reality.

GMY: Patricia was on board from the beginning. In the 
depths of a slow recovery from my surgery and 

the uncertainty of my ability to walk unassisted again, it was 
Patricia who encouraged me to put my surgical skills to use 
helping those who were so much less fortunate. She was 
there when I helped my friend and has continued to work 
on every endeavor needed to establish this foundation.

HKM: How did you come up with the name and logo?

GMY: It was obvious to me, I could not help veterans 
with oral surgery and implants alone. They really 

needed comprehensive dental care. The name and the logo 
were a family project, including my 15-year-old daughter, 
Audrey, who was largely responsible for the logo design. 
I also approached the local dental society board, which 
was very aware of the problems and unmet dental needs 
for veterans. They gave a “thumbs up” to my proceeding 
with the concept. We decided to call the foundation 
Dentistry4Vets, registered the domain name and developed 
our logo. We have also been granted 501c-3 (non-profi t) 
organization status.

HKM: Where will patients be seen and how will 
foundation monies be allocated?

GMY: Our original plan was to have volunteers 
from the dental society see patients in their 

respective offi ces. However, after meeting with the director 
of the Veteran Transition Center (VTC) in Monterey and our 
congressman, Jimmy Panetta (D-CA 20th District), our plans 
changed. The VTC is a rehabilitation center and shelter 
where local veterans can get help.  It is on the old Fort Ord 
military base in Monterey. Congressman Panetta, a veteran 
himself and former VTC board member, is working toward 
having us utilize one of the buildings on the VTC property. 
Monies from contributions will be utilized to buy equipment, 
supplies, and to renovate the space. We are also pursuing 
hiring an executive director to help organize and direct the 

operation. In this facility, with the help of our dental society, 
we are hoping to provide all aspects of dental care to 
the deserving veterans in Monterey, Santa Cruz, and San 
Benito counties. In the long term, we would like to see 
the foundation become a nationwide entity, getting 
professionals from many municipalities involved in 
helping their local veteran population.

HKM: What advice do you have for your fellow 
professionals who also want to help 

individuals in need?

GMY: Every member of the dental profession can 
provide care. Whether a surgeon provides 

an implant, a general dentist a restoration, a hygienist a 
prophy, or a dental assistant oral hygiene instruction, each 

one can make a difference in the life of someone in need. It 
is a truly rewarding experience.
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